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    In the liturgy there are many references to the glory of 
God.  Most of us would be hard-pressed to give an exact 
definition of what we mean by this term, despite the fact 
that the Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar has 
written seven volumes under the title The Glory of the 
Lord.  Most of us would probably think of glory in terms of 
brilliance, radiance, splendour.  A bright light that dazzles 
and subdues those touched by it.  Like rays coming from 
the sun. 

There is another way of looking at God's glory, not as 
outgoing but as in-drawing.  The glory of God is the divine 
power of attraction, the gravitational pull to which all 
created beings are subject.  As Newton noted, the effect of 
gravity is to pull the moving object into rest.  Our restless 
hearts yearn to find their resting place in God.  Like 
Ignatius of Antioch, we long to exclaim, "I hear the 
murmur of waters calling out, 'Come to the Father.'"  Do 
we hear the inward voice of Jesus speaking to us?  "Come 
to me.  Come to the Father.  Allow yourself to be drawn.  If 
I am lifted up, I will draw all people to myself."  To submit 
to this ultimately irresistible attraction is to become fully 

alive, fully human.  As Saint Irenæus wrote, the glory of 
God is the human being fully alive; and the life of us all is 
to see God.  In that happy state we will say, like the 
apostles at the Transfiguration, "It is good for us to be 
here." 

   God is an ocean of vast unknowable infinity, and yet the 
waves of this sea are permitted to crash upon the shores of 
time, as God is revealed in various epochs and in different 
ways.  And in the last times God sent the Son, a veritable 
tsunami of uncreated love.  As with all waves, the effect of 
divine revelation is to create an undertow, a rip, that if 
unresisted will carry us off into the infinitude of God, and 
we will see God face-to-face and so be transformed from 
glory to glory into the very likeness of Christ. 

   "For in the mystery of the Word made flesh  a new light 
of your glory has shone upon the eyes of our mind,  so 
that, as we recognise in him God made visible,  we may be 
caught up through him in love of things 
invisible"  (Preface I of the Nativity of the Lord). 

(from ‘Balaam’s Donkey’ by Fr Michael Casey ocso, monk 
of Tarrawarra Abbey) 

Gravity ….. 

Some years ago I attended a symposium on religious 
experience. A variety of speakers made presentations on 
how they tried to experience God. One woman, a professor 
of religious studies, shared how she spent nearly three hours 
each day meditating, using a strict method for centering 
prayer. She went on to say that, during those periods, she 
sometimes felt God’s presence quite intensely. 

During the question period, I asked her this: “How would 
you compare the feelings you have when you meditate 
privately in this way to the feelings you have when you are 
at the dinner-table with family or friends?” Her response: 
“There’s no comparison, not in terms of religious 
experience. At table, I sometimes have nice, secular 
experiences, but in prayer I really meet God!” 

I’m both pagan and Christian enough to have reservations 
about that answer, not because I doubt the power or 
importance of private prayer, we could all use more of it, 
but because of what such an answer says about God and our 
experience of God. What’s at issue here? 

Buckminster Fuller, once said: “God is a verb not a noun.” 
At one level that statement is dangerously false. At another, 
however, it affirms something very important & Christian 
about our relationship to God, namely, that God is not, first 
of all, a formula, a dogma, a creedal statement, or a 
metaphysics that demands our assent. God is a flow of living 
relationships, a trinity, a family of life that we can enter, 
taste, breathe within, & let flow through us. 

“God is love,” scripture says, “and whoever abides in love 
abides in God and God abides in him or her.” Too often, we 
miss what that means because we tend to romanticize love. 
We’ve all heard this passage read at weddings; appropriate 
surely, but, within that circumstance, all too-misunderstood 
for it is pictured as romantic love, as falling-in-love, 
wonderful and holy though this may be. Thus, at a wedding, 
we can easily miss the sense of what this text means. 

It might best be rendered this way:“God is community, 
family, parish, friendship, hospitality & whoever abides in 
these abides in God & God abides in them.” God is a trinity, 
a flow of relationships among persons. If this is true, & 
scripture assures us that it is, then the realities of dealing 
with each other in community, at the dinner-table, over 
some wine or an argument, not to mention the simple giving 
& receiving of hospitality are not pure, secular experiences 

but the stuff of church, the place where the life of God flows 
through us. 

By definition, God is ineffable, beyond imagination and 
beyond language, even the best language of theology and 
church dogma. God can never be understood or captured 
adequately in any formula. But God can be known, 
experienced, tasted, related to in love and friendship. God is 
Someone and Something that we live within and which can 
flow through our veins. To make God real in our lives, 
therefore, we needn’t sneak off, shamrocks and triangles in 
hand, to try to somehow picture how three-can-be-one and 
one-can-be-three. 

Indeed, nor need we read academic books on theology, 
valuable though these may be. No. God is a flow of 
relationships to be experienced in community, family, 
parish, friendship, and hospitality. When we live inside of 
these relationships, God lives inside us and we live inside 
God. Scripture assures us that we abide in God whenever we 
stay inside of family, community, parish, friendship, 
hospitality—and, yes, even when we fall in love. 

This has huge consequences for how we should understand 
religious experience: it means that God is more domestic 
than monastic (monks will be the first to tell you that). It 
means too, that in coming to know God, the dinner-table is 
more important than the theology classroom, the practice of 
grateful hospitality more important than the practice of 
right dogma, & meeting with others to pray as a community 
can give us something that long hours in private meditation 
(or, indeed, long years spent absent from church-life) can’t.. 

Such a concept also blurs all simple distinctions between 
“religious” and “purely secular” experience. Finally, 
importantly, it tells us that, since God is inside community, 
we should be there too, if we wish to go to heaven. Simply 
put, we can’t go to hell, if we stick close to family, 
community, and parish. 

The most pernicious heresies that block us from properly 
knowing God are not those of formal dogma, but those of a 
culture of individualism that invite us to believe that we are 
self-sufficient, that we can have community and family on 
our own terms, and that we can have God without dealing 
with each other. But God is community—and only in 
opening our lives in gracious hospitality will we ever 
understand that.  Fr Ron Rolheiser omi 

A  Trinity Sunday reflection….. 
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Hymns for Trinity Sunday 
ENTRANCE:  HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, LORD GOD ALMIGHTY    
 

Holy, holy, holy!   Lord God Almighty 
Early in the morning   Our song of praise shall be: 
Holy, holy, holy!   Merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, Blessed Trinity! 
 

Holy, holy, holy!    All the saints adore you 
casting down their golden crowns 
around the glassy sea, 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before you, 
you were and are, and ever more shall be. 
 

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 
All your works shall praise your name 
in earth and sky and sea: 
Holy, holy, holy!   Merciful and mighty, 
God in three Persons,   Blessed Trinity.  

  Based on Revelation 4: 8 – 11 
     Reginald Heber 1723-1826 
 

DEDICATION OF THE GIFTS:  GLORY AND PRAISE TO OUR GOD 

Antiphon: Glory and praise to our God,  
who alone gives light to our days.  
Many are the blessings He bears  
to those who trust in  His ways. 
 

1. We, the daughters and sons of God  
who built the valleys and plains,  
praise the wonders our God has done  
in ev'ry heart that sings.    Refrain 
 

2.In his wisdom God strengthens us,  
like gold that's tested in fire.  
Though the power of sin prevails,  
our God is there to save. 
 

Ev'ry moment of ev'ry day our God is waiting to save,  
always ready to seek the lost, to answer those who pray. 
 

Dan Schutte © 1976, OCP.* 
 

 

COMMUNION:  PRAISE TO YOU O CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR  
Refrain: Praise to you, O Christ, our Saviour, 
  Word of the Father, calling us to life; 
  Son of God who leads us to freedom: 
  glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

You are the Word who calls us out of darkness; 
you are the Word who leads us into light; 
you are the Word who brings us through the desert: 
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!      Refrain 
 

You are the Word who calls us to be servants; 
you are the Word whose only law is love; 
you are the Word – made flesh who lives among us: 
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! Refrain 
 

Text and Music Bernadette Farrell © 1986, 2012,OCP. 
 

RECESSIONAL:   PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
 

All hail, adored Trinity; 
All praise eternal Unity; 
O God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Spirit, ever One. 
 

Three Persons praise we evermore, 
and thee th’eternal One adore: 
in your sure mercy ever kind, 
may we our true protection find. 
 

O Trinity, O Unity, 
Be present as we worship Thee, 
And to the angels’ songs in light 
Our prayers and praise now unite. 

v.1 Thomas Ken 1637-1711 
v.2-4 from Ave colenda Trinitas, Anglo-Saxon 11th century.  Tr. John David 

Chambers 1805-93*  

Used with permission. All rights reserved. *OneLicense # A-730534 / **CCLI License #746289 

 

ENTRANCE:   
Red & orange, yellow &green; Blue & indigo & violet & me,  
Side by side, together we grow, 
Underneath God’s beautiful rainbow 
 

Red is for Your spirit of love, Seven gifts from God above 
Orange for the warmth of Your sun 
Shining down on everyone 
 

Yellow is the colour of faith: The light of Christ in every day 
Green is for the life you give, A call to grow, a way to live 
 

Blue is for the sky and sea, Gifts from God for you and me 
Indigo is in between, A colour of God’s gentle peace 
 

Violet calls us all to forgive,  
Together we grow, together we live 
Side by side and hand in hand 
Together we grow, together we can 
 

Andrew Chinn ©2004, Butterfly Music.* 
 

DEDICATION OF THE GIFTS:  A Gift to You   
 

Lord, if we could, we will fill our hands 
with all the wonderful things You give us 
Then, we'd lift them up and give them back to You 
Everything I am (everything I am) 
Everything I'll be (everything I'll be) 
I give it to You, Lord (I give it to You, Lord) 
And do it thankfully (thankfully). 
 

Refrain: Every song I sing, every praise I bring 
Everything I do is a gift to You 
 

Everything I have (everything I have) 
All You've given me (all You've given me) 

I give it to You, Lord (I give it to You, Lord) 
And do it thankfully (thankfully)   Refrain:  
 

Everything I am (everything I am) 
Everything I'll be (everything I'll be) 
I give it to You, Lord (I give it to You, Lord) 
And do it thankfully (thankfully).   Refrain: 
 

Frank Hernandez ©2000, Birdwing Music.** 
 

COMMUNION:  Jesus Loves Me 
 

Jesus loves me! This I know,   for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. 
 

Refrain: Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
 

Jesus loves me! He who died,  heaven’s gate to open wide. 
He will wash away my sin, let his little child come in. Ref. 
 

Jesus loves me! This I know, as he loved so long ago. 
Taking children on his knee,  
saying, “Let them come to me.” Ref. 
 

Public Domain, Anna Bartlett Warner 1860.* 
 

RECESSIONAL:   This Little Light of Mine 
 

Chorus:  This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine  (x3) 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
Jesus is the Light, I’m gonna let Him shine  (x3) 
Let Him shine, let Him shine, let Him shine. 
 

I will stomp my feet, I will clap my hands & shout, shout. 
I will run around & I’ll jump off the ground & shout, shout. 
Repeat last two lines.  Then Chorus. 
 

Public Domain, Harry Dixon Loes 1940s.*-- 

Hymns for Children’s Mass 
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THE NICENE  CREED 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were 
made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
 

(all bow at the following words in 
bold) 
 

and by the Holy Spirit was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  
and became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified  
under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was 
buried, 
 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the 
Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father & 
the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen 

GLORIA: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  O God, almighty Father.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen 

THE PSALM      Ps 32 (33): 4-6, 9, 18-20, 22 
 

For the word of the Lord is faithful 
and all God's works to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right 
and fills the earth with His love. 
 

With the Lord's word the heavens were made, 
by the breath of God's mouth all the stars. 
God spoke; and they came to be. 
God commanded; they sprang into being. 
 

The Lord looks on those who revere Him, 
on those who hope in God's love, 
to rescue their souls from death, 
to keep them alive in famine. 
 

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 
The Lord is our help and our shield. 
May your love be upon us, O Lord, 
as we place all our hope in you. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, until you come again. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   (Revelation 1:8) 

Alleluia, alleluia! Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit: to God who is, who was, and who is to come. Alleluia! 

At the end of Luke’s Gospel, Jesus tells his followers, “Stay in 
Jerusalem until you are covered by the power from on 
high” (Luke 24:49). The disciples remained as they were 
told until the Spirit descends upon the gathered community 
on the feast of Pentecost. Suddenly, there is a new vitality in 
the Church, a new source of power and love. Just as Jesus 
was empowered by the Holy Spirit, now the followers of 
Jesus are empowered by the same Spirit.  

By living in the Spirit, Jesus’ disciples can do what God does. 
Or as Jesus puts it, “Be compassionate, just the way your 
Father is compassionate” (Luke 6:36). It is by the power of 
the Spirit that they follow Jesus’ alternative way:   

Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you. 
Bless those who curse you; pray for those who treat 
you badly. If someone slaps you on one cheek, offer 
your other cheek. If someone takes your coat, let them 
take your shirt as well. Treat others the way you want 
them to treat you (Luke 6:27–30).   

The gift of the Spirit is God’s own power to love 
unconditionally—and to transform the world by that 
power.  

This gift of knowing the Spirit, of being able to love as God 
does, is the same gift we need today. We see the world on 
the brink of destruction, yet we are too often apathetic 

about it. We hear of wars and famines, yet we choose to 
ignore them. We watch the earth degrade around us, and 
we simply adjust our thermostats. Too many of us just want 
to be left alone, not bothered by someone else—not even 
God—making demands on us. All of this is evidence of 
something missing in our lives, and reveals that we do not 
really know the Holy Spirit.  

The Spirit is always a gratuitous gift. It’s always an 
unmerited favor. It’s always pure grace. Like wind, it cannot 
be seen. Like smoke, it cannot be controlled. The Spirit is 
elusive, blowing where it wills. Yet like fire, the Spirit can 
be felt. The Spirit is experienced as the warmth of God’s 
love. And like blood, it is experienced as an inner vitality. 
The Spirit is supremely intimate, yet supremely 
transcendent.  

To enter into relationship with the risen Christ, we have to 
let go of ourselves, surrender control of our lives, and let 
the Spirit be given to us. We think that we might lose our 
individuality, yet surrendering to God actually increases it. 
For once in our lives, we’re truly free to become ourselves 
rather than what others want us to be. The highest form of 
self-possession is the capacity to give ourselves away. By 
giving ourselves completely to God, we come to be 
possessed by God and in full possession of ourselves at the 
same time.    

FR RICHARD ROHR OFM’S MEDITATION 
SIMPLICITY IN PRAYER 



6 

HOW TO CONTACT US 
Fr Colin Blayney, Parish Priest 
colin@lindfieldkillara.org.au            0475 558 500 

Fr Stephen Hill, Priest-in-residence   0474 303 261  
fr.stephen@me.com  

_______________ 

Parish Office Hours:    Tue-Fri.   -   9.30am - 4pm 
Postal address:    PO Box 22, Lindfield NSW 2070 
P:  9416 3702           E: parishoffice@lindfieldkillara.org.au 
Parish Website:   www.lindfieldkillara.org.au 

________________ 

For all of our staff click on ‘Our Parish’ on the website. 
________________ 

Holy Family School: 4 Highfield Rd, Lindfield               
E info@holyfamily.nsw.edu.au         Ph.7256 2141 

Ways  that you can support our parish 
 DIRECT DEBIT CONTRIBUTIONS from your bank a/c::  
1st Collection:  (providing for the priests of the parish & 
retired & sick clergy of the diocese): 
BSB 062 784   Ac  10000 1624  
2ndCollection:   (providing for all the 
operating costs of the parish): BSB 062 
784  Acct   10000 1623  

 CREDIT CARD : scan this code & then 
select each of our two collections: 

 PERIODIC PAYMENTS FROM YOUR CREDIT 
CARD:  just click on the hotlink box entitled ‘Supporting 
p a r i s h  f i n a n c e s ’  o n  o u r  h o m e p a g e 
( w w w . l i n d f i e l d k i l l a r a . o r g . a u )  o r  e m a i l 
accounts@lindfieldkillara.org.au for assistance. 

 The TAP MACHINES are available in our two churches. 

Lord, in Jesus your Son, you restored to us 
the gift of everlasting life. Grant that life to:  

Recently deceased:   Raymond Chan, Serge Dobbie, Victoria 
Gray, Pierre Yves Pascal, Max Coleman, Fay McManus, 
Eric Atkins, Peter Hutchings, Sean Diggins, Linda Yee.   
Anniversary:  William Wade, David Curtin, Rudianto Hadi  
And for: Deceased members of Curtin, Rolfe, Hughes & 
Egan families; Sylvia Dobbie. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:  Diane McGirr, Evina 
Wong, Mary Moran, Peter Tsang, Wolfgang Liers, Tanya 
Walsh, Jutta Mathur, Jessica Keen, Therese Playoust, Ali 
Crawford, Morna Sutherland, Barbara McMullen, Jesse 
Langford, Cyril Ferriere, Alex Noble, William Wise, 
Rosanna Comastri, Janette Brennan, Dr Frank Hume. 

PARISH DIARY   
Every Wednesday:  8:00am   Meditation (online) 

MAY 
 

Sun. 26th TRINITY SUNDAY 
 10:15am Children’s Mass, morning 

tea & activities for the kids. 

JUNE 
Z 

Sun. 2nd CORPUS CHRISTI 
Wed. 5th 11:00am Scripture study (online) 
Sun. 9th 10:15am Children’s Mass, morning 

tea & activities for the kids. 
Wed. 12th 7:30pm Scripture study (online) 
Fri. 14th 10:00am Healing Mass & morn. tea 
Sun. 16th 7:00pm Parish Pizza Night  

SUNDAY  MASS  ROSTER 

Saturday 25 May 1 Jun. 

Lindfield 6:00 pm Fr Colin Fr Joey 
Killara 5:30 pm Fr Stephen Fr Colin 

Sunday 26 May 2 Jun. 
Lindfield 8:30 am Fr Colin Fr Stephen 

Killara 9:00 am Fr Stephen Fr Colin 
Lindfield 10:15 am Fr Colin Fr Anselam 

Lindfield 12:00 pm Fr Joey Fr Sam French 
Lindfield 6:00pm Fr Joey Fr Colin 

mailto:fr.stephen@me.com
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HALLS FOR HIRE 

An important part of our parish income 
comes from the leasing of some of our 
parish facilities - MacKillop Hall, St 
Brigid’s Hall and St Joseph’s Hall. 

Some of our users have included dance 
groups, tuition groups, music groups and 
sports groups. 

We have a number of vacancies in the 
weekly diary and it would be a great help 
to us as a parish if you could help to 
spread the word. 

Please direct any enquiries to O’Kelly or 
Maia in the Parish Office. 
___________________________________ 

WALK WITH CHRIST    The annual 'Walk 
with Christ' Eucharistic Procession will be 
held next Sunday 2nd June in Sydney's 
CBD. 
 

Some parishioners have expressed interest 
in participating and would love others to 
join them in this joyful public 
proclamation. Please gather in front of the 
Lindfield Station ticket office by 12:30pm. 
All welcome! The group will then travel in 
together.   
 

The Procession will commence at 2:30 pm 
with a festival in Martin Place from 
1pm. Wear walking shoes, take a water 
bottle, sun screen and rain jacket if 
applicable. 
___________________________________ 
 

THANK YOU       You may recall that 
Hamish Elliott, a parishioner and student 
at St Ignatius College Riverview, spoke at 
some Masses a few weekends ago to raise 
funds for the indigenous communities he 
will be visiting and working with.  Hamish 
has written to say that he received 
wonderful support and has asked for us to 
express his gratitude. 

For the Kids 
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RENOVATIONS & BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE 

CHRIS IACONO 

Parishioner 
All work large and small 

Lic 89879c 
Fully Insured 

50 years experience 
0412 256 616 

chris.iacono@bigpond.com 

 


